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STEERING COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS:

Treasurer’'s Report (6/30/2008):

Checking $4.174.63
Savings $1,028.44
Total Assets $5,203.07

The financial records were audited at the end
of the fiscal year (6/30/08) by Lynette Dick and
found to be in order. CIG treasurer’s records
were transferred to new treasurer, Ray
Henney.

* * * * * *

UPCOMING CGS/CIG PROGRAMS:
All Monday CIG meetings are held at:
Christ the King Lutheran Church,

2300 So. Patton Ct., Denver, Colorado

Monday, September 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
Workshop Meeting

Monday, October 13, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Sandy Ronayne
"Online Book Publication"

* * * * * *

UPCOMING CGS PROGRAMS:
All Friday night programs held at:
Christ the King Lutheran Church,
2300 S. Patton Ct., Denver, Colorado

Friday, September 19, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Dr. Wendel Cox, Senior Special
Collection Librarian, Denver Public Library.
Dr. Cox will welcome folks to the Wild, Wild
West — the Western History Collection, that
is. He'll encourage researchers to cross
the frontier from Genealogy to Western
History. Come at 6:30 p.m. for an Ice
Cream Social. Program meeting will start
at 7:00 p.m.

Friday, October 17, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Mona Lambrecht, Historian
“Putting History into Your Family History”
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"Online Book
Publication -
Making a
Fabulous
Holiday Gift"

The CIG

Program on
October 13 will be Online Book Publication
by Sandy Ronayne. These books are
wonderful gifts for the holidays, or anytime.
Sandy used mypublisher.com to make her first
book, which told about the driving vacation her
grandparents and great-grandparents made in
1928.

They drove from Cleveland, Ohio, to Colorado,
where they visited a cousin and took in many
sites, including Pikes Peak, Garden of the
Gods, Rocky Mountain National Park, Buffalo
Bill's Grave, Mount Evans, the Troutdale
Resort in Evergreen and others. After
spending a couple of years trying to duplicate
their visits to Colorado locations, Sandy turned
their pictures into a book as a Christmas gift to
her daughters, uncle and cousins. Since then
Sandy has made 10 more online books. She
just finished a book that tells the story of her
parent’'s romance and marriage and her
father's experiences as an aviation cadet and
pilot during WWII. She used pictures,
documents, stories, and Internet research to
tell their adventures. Currently, she is working
on a book for this Christmas which will tell and
preserve her father's and his three brothers’
WWII experiences.

Sandy will talk about what you need to make
an online book, demonstrate how to produce a
book, and describe the various online
programs that are available for you to produce
a book. Please join us for this presentation.
Your family will treasure the work you will do to
preserve and share stories, pictures and
documents. In the mini-session before the
Program presentation, Sandy will talk about
and demonstrate Picasa, Google’s free, online
photo and document storage, editing, and
sharing system.
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From the President:

Happy Summer Everyone, or at least what
is left! I need all of your help. Earl King has
been Equipment Manager for over 15 years
and wishes to turn the duties over to a fresh
person who will do the job. Earl will be on
hand to talk and help this person learn the
ropes. | think this is more than generous on
Earl's part. | have missed talking to the right
person myself, so would you step up and help
by doing the job or by referring me to someone
you think might do the job. It is important to
the Group to get this done this month.
The Equipment Manager duties:
- Keep inventory of equipment

Purchase equipment

Set-up equipment for meetings

Resolve conflict with speaker's

equipment

Next on the list, | have been searching for a
Historian for the Group. In the past, we just
kept on keeping all records in boxes and doing
nothing else. We need to edit all the papers,
keep only one copy of each document, and
prepare them to be turned over to the Denver
Public Library for archiving. We have voted to
have them as our repository. This job is also
important.

The Historian duties:

- Set-up guidelines for all historian
duties, including archiving materials for
now and in the future
Go through what we have and eliminate
all but one copy of each board
document and archive what we have
Take documents to DPL for archiving

If you are interested in either of these
positions, please email me at
VernTomkins@yahoo.com or see me at the
September membership meeting. Your help
and participation is what keeps the Computer
Interest Group going!

Vern Tomkins, President
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Fall CIG Symposium
November 1, 2008

Mark Saturday, November 1, 2008 on your
calendars for an all-day session on Enhancing
Your Use of Computers and Software for
Genealogy and Family History. The
Symposium will help you make the best use of
computer resources in your research and
documentation of your families' histories.

The Symposium will be held at our regular
meeting site at Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 2300 S. Patton Court, Denver,
Colorado. Registration will be from 9:30 to 10
am. Sessionswill be run from 10 am. to 4
p.m. A sloppy joe lunch will be available for a
donation of $5.

The first morning session will begin with
panelists who have special knowledge of the
genealogy software programs Y ou will be able
to see what each program is able to do and ask
the panelists questions. Genealogy programs to
be presented include: Legacy, Family Tree
Maker, Roots Magic, The Master Genealogist,
and Reunion for Mac.

Two concurrent sessions will follow the
genealogy software panel:

Scanning will include how to scan
photos and documents to be imported
into your genealogy program. Pictures
and documents add so much to our
understanding of our families.
Scanning allows us to preserve and
share these items.

AniMap and GenSmart will cover how
to use these tools to enhance your
genealogy research and software.
AniMap includes more than 2,000
different maps showing the changing
county boundaries in each state from
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colonial times to the present. It can be
used to locate cities, towns, townships,
courthouses, cemeteries, and more,
including places no longer in existence.
GenSmart is a software utility that uses
artificial intelligence to analyze your
existing genealogy file and produce
research recommendations.

The afternoon will start with each of the
genealogy software panelists doing a beginning
session of their specific program. These
sessions will allow you to seethe Legacy,
Family Tree Maker, Roots Magic, The Master
Genealogist, and Reunion for Mac programs in
more depth. The afternoon will conclude with a
session on Top Genealogy websites.

The cost for the all-day Symposium is $5 for
members and $10 for non-members. Please
join us on November 1 for this very interesting
and funday. There will be door prizes. Mail
the registration form (on page 11) by October
21. You may also RSVP to Sandy Ronayne at
sandyronayne@comcast.net after October 21.

James Wilson (Lynette Dick’ s Father)
Denver, Colorado
1928
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Actual Images! — Southern
Czech Republic Digital
Church Archive Online

By Nancy Ratay

http://digi.ceskearchivy.cz/index.php

This will be a good news/bad news report on an
amazing web site now online. Y ou might have
heard that the Czech Republic churches have denied
filming to the Family History Library. This may be
because they don’'t want all those Catholics
“baptised” into the Mormon Church or maybe
because they are doing it themselves! | belong to
the BOHEMIA mail list on Rootsweb whichis
where | heard that the archive in Trebon was
putting actual church record images online. Great
news! Trebon serves as the central repository
roughly for the region known as Jihocesky in the
southern part of the Czech Republic. For those who
know Czech please excuse the lack of the various
accent markings. They just don’t translate well from
one computer to another or even one layout
program to another.

This news was extremely interesting to me because
Gary’'s grandfather, Ladislav Rataj, was born in
Destna, one of thetowns in that area. | had afew
names and dates from family records, and | had had
some help in contacting Trebon and receiving
Ladislav’s baptism record and his parents’ marriage
record. These cost 15 Euros (about $22 at the time)
to get from Trebon. But now thisinformation is
FREE on this website!

Some bad news about the siteisthat it iSALL in
Czech. | have had a dictionary and several word
lists and translation web sites handy to help me. The
start pageis very straight-forward. On the left frame
isarow of links:

*Uvod — Users — has a button for “signing in”. |
have never signed in, nor tried to register and have
still used what | consider the “important” stuff.
*Historie aktualizaci (site history) — gives the most
recent listings of additions to the website. For
instance, on 31 July the site was down overnight
(theirs) to upload a new set of images and other
information.
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eInformace (information) — gives you the email for
contact and explains the site is best viewed with
Internet Explorer 6.1 or Mozilla Firefox, 2.0 and
you need Macromedia Flash Player. They use what
they call the“Zoomify” system for showing the
images. | had no trouble using my Mac with Safari
to view the images.

*Clanky (articles) — | haven't used

*Knihy (books) — contain some images of booksin
their collections. | have not looked at these.
*Kroniky (chronicles) — gives addresses of archives;
| have not gone further than this.

*Mapy a plany (maps and plans), which has avery
useful map of the parishesin this archive.
*Matricky (registers) —Thisistheall important
section!

When you click on Matricky, another folder
Rimskokatolicka cirkev comes up. Thisisfor
Catholic records. Click on that link and a very
useful tool for locating where your town’s records
might beis in the Zempisny rejstrik folder. When
you click on it you will get alphabet |etters to click
on. By clicking on the letter for the town you are
looking for you can find out if this archive has those
records, what township (Okres) it isin and which
diocese (Fara) held those records. For instance
Destna also held the records for Brezina, Cervena
Lhota, Chotemice, Jisna, Lipovka, Novy Dvur,
Rosicka, Svetce and Vicemil. Thisis extremely
useful in checking when and where your town
might come up. The site simages are currently only
through the towns starting with letter H.

Below the register of towns are alphabet letter
folders. These links give you thelisting of towns
starting with that |etter. Clicking on your town
gives you atable of the type of records (Druh) —
baptismal (N), marriage (O) or death (2), years
(Casovy rozsah), which parishes are covered (cela
farnost means all the parishesin thisjurisdiction are
covered), and whether there is an index or not
(Poznamka). Hooray for indexes!! These arethe
actual handwritten indexes from the registers. Some
of theindexes are in separate books and some are at
the beginning or end of theregisters. Somearein
better shape than others. So the experienceis
exactly like looking at the actual registersin the
archive and sometimes as time consuming and
frustrating. But | can take my time going through
them and translating without an archivist looking
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over my shoulder and adding up how much | owe
per time and per book.

Click on the Book (Kniha) you want to look at, and
thereit is. You can navigate by clicking on arrows
on the left to go page by page, or you can select a
certain image (Shimek) and skip to it. Theimage
numbers do not necessarily match up with page
numbersif you have used the index. I've done a lot
of guessing and scrolling. | find recording both
image and page number when | find what I'm
looking for to be helpful in more intelligent
guessing for other records in the book.

Y ou can manipulate each image with the bar at the
bottom, zooming in or out, moving left, right, up
and down. Thusfar | have ignored the additional
tabs at the top of the frame - too much translating!
The searching function (Hledani) is only for finding
towns.

| have not found a way to “download” the images
other than taking a screen shot. You may haveto
register or pay to do that. | have not had the
patience to trandate all the other information on the
site. | was much more excited about seeing the
actual document pages. | will not go into al the
eccentricities of names and declensional endings
used in Czech. Y ou need to know something about
that to do any Czech research. Thereis a pretty
thorough research outline at:
http://www.shon.150m.com/czechhtm.htm which
goes into that.

If you do not have high speed internet, this site may
takeal-o-n-g timeto load. You will need a
tremendous amount of patience in any case unless
you are fluent in Czech and reading old Czech
church documents. However, in my case (or my
husband' s) this was extremely worth thetime | have
spent at the site. My “genealogy Czech” is
improving daily, and my husband's found family is
growing.

Nancy Ratay, Reunion 9 for Mac consultant and co-
leader of Scanning and Digital Workshop with her
husband, Gary.
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Genealogy Disaster Plan —
A Precaution Worth Taking

This article, reprinted with permission of Julie Miller
was originally published in thBroomfield Enterprise,
July 13, 2008:

The year is only half over, and already there

have been numerous natural disasters that haye

hit close to home: The tornadoes in northern
Colorado; the floods in the Midwest; the
wildfires in California.

Watching the people on the news who have
been affected has been heart-wrenching. Many
folks have lost everything. Some of their
possessions can easily be replaced, such as
clothes, appliances and dishes. But what abou
all those things that cannot be replaced? | look
around my house and see the wedding quilt
made by Great-Grandma lvy, the baby photo o
my mother, the file cabinets of family history
documents and notes. No amount of insurance
money could bring those items back.

=n

There is a precaution to safeguard your family
history should disaster strike. | recommend
creating and implementing a written genealogy
disaster plan.

My written disaster plan is divided into two
sections: Preparations and Evacuation Plan.

Five preparation steps:

1. Cite each source precisely and accurately.
Many of our sources are copies of documents.
With the proper citation, most document copieg
can be acquired again.

2. Evaluate documents, photos and artifacts,
and prioritize according to importance. All
irreplaceable items should be sorted out.

Duplicate copies of extracted documents can be
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made and placed in the file where the document
was originally stored. Originals should be

stored using archival safe supplies and
containers. Containers need to be clearly
marked, readily accessible and compact enough
so they can be easily picked up and carried. A
list of the containers, contents and locations
should be recorded within the disaster plan.

3. Scan documents and photos. Start by
scanning new documents when they are
obtained. Then work on one file folder a week.
In no time all your research will be scanned.

4. Make backups of computer files. | have a
Maxtor external drive on which | weekly,
sometimes daily, back up my files. This is a
good way to prevent the loss of files because of
a computer crash. However, it is in the same
room as my desktop and would not help if my
house was destroyed. It is essential to have a
backup that is off-site.

There are several options for storing backups
outside of your house. | would recommend
using two of the following methods:

Send genealogy files to family, either through -
mail or on CDs or DVDs. The relative should
live out of state rather than down the street. If
sending the files electronically, compress the
file first to reduce the size.

Set up an e-mail account that allows you to
store messages online, then send the files to
yourself.

Save files on CD, DVD or flash drive and keep
in a safe deposit box. This also is an option for
items for your most valuable items, such as
family Bibles and old documents.

Use an online backup service such as
Mosey.com. Backups should be done
periodically.
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5. Determine a safe and accessible storage
location. Things that should be considered are
the structure of the house, location of the hous
and the risk factors for disasters. If you live
where you are more likely to be hit by a
tornado than threatened by a wildfire, you
might want to store your items in a climate
controlled basement.

Evacuation Plan

This should be a step-by-step plan of what to
do in various circumstances. The plan should
be detailed, since you will be extremely
stressed and will likely forget what should be
done. Include a list of things to take, their exac

location in the house, and possibly even a map.

I've divided my plan into two groups.
1. Grab and Go

This plan is for those situations when you must
leave or go to a certain area of the house
immediately and can only take what can be
carried with two hands. In these cases, there
isn't much warning, like a tornado.

| have only two items on this plan's list. My
laptop and one file folder. The file folder
contains genealogy material and important
items, such as insurance papers, credit card
information, bank account numbers and copies
of personal vital records.

2. Watch and Wait

This plan is for those situations that might give
several hours or days warning, such as a
wildfire or flood. With more time, you will be
able to take what fits in your car or truck.

Copies of the disaster plan should be kept in
several locations of the house, preferably one
on each floor. They should be easily accessible
and all members of the family should know
where they are kept.
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Practice the plan to make sure it works. Update
and review the plan at least yearly.

Of course, personal safety should always come
before material items. But if there is time to
protect your family history, having a well
thought-out plan of action will preserve your
genealogy legacy for many generations.

If you would like a sample of a genealogy
disaster plan, I'd be happy to share it with you.

Julie Miller is a certified genealogist,
genealogy researcher, lecturer and writer.
E-mail her aulie@jpmresearch.com

RootsMagic will have our first
fall workshop meeting at the
upcoming CIG meeting on
September 8. We will be
discussing the overall program
with regards to the Shareable
CDs, direct integration with
GenSmarts research suggestions as well as
overviews of other RootsMagic programs,
Family Atlas, Personal Historian, and the
Reunion Organizer. Also bring any of your
over-the-summer accomplishments or
breakthroughs.

For further information or questions you are
welcome to contact me. Jamie Redmond at
jamkred@aol.com or 303-751-9075.
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Favorite Websites for
School Records

It's Back to School Time!

http://www.colorado.gov/dpa/doit/archives/school.html
Colorado State Archives School Records Project.
This site has many records that document
Colorado's public school system, including it's
administration, teachers, students and school
census records.

http://www.sites.onlinemac.com/kcampbell/One Ro
om_Schoolhouses.htm

One-Room Schoolhouse Resource Center. A
compilation of historical one-room school resources
throughout North America available on the internet

http://www.kansasheritage.org/orsh/schools.htm
Kansas One Room Schoolhouse Project

This website lists one-room schoolhouses by
Kansas county. Some even have photos.

www.old-yearbooks.com

Yearbooks from most states. Includes links to
Ancestry and eBay, etc. Can navigate through
pages of some old yearbooks.

http://www.deadfred.com/annuals 05.php

This link on the Deadfred website is a Genealogy
Photo Archive of high school and college annuals
from 1883-1936.

http://mwww.cyndislist.com/schools.htm

Always a good place to start your research into
school records is “Cyndi’s List. Here you will find
links to many school research records.

***|f you get a chance, visit this website from CIG
member, Birdie Holsclaw:
http://www.holsclaw.net/CSDBPupils/csdbproj.htm

Pupils of the Colorado School for the Deaf and
Blind 1874-1883. This is a project studying the
lives of the early students of the Colorado School
for the Deaf and the Blind in Colorado Springs.
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New CIG website Address

Wwww.cogensoc.us/cigmain.htmil

The Computer Interest Group of the Colorado
Genealogical Society has a new website
address. Our web page is a link on the
Colorado Genealogy Society website. They
have moved from the Ancestry-Rootsweb site
to a website of their own. The change will be
complete in January 2009. The old Ancestry
address will also be good until then.

Information about our program and workshop
meetings are available on this site.

ZFrom the Editor:

Please help make this newsletter a success by
submitting articles relating to using computers
in genealogy to me to include in this newsletter.
Please be generous with your submissions of
your favorite genealogical websites, a new
website you have discovered, breakthroughs
using your computer, and genealogical news
and meetings of other societies

OR

Do you have a question about your computer
genealogy program? Digital imaging or
scanning? DNA research? Internet research?
No question istoo simple. Maybe someone
else iswondering the same thing. | will present
your question to one of our “experts.” Your
answer will appear in the following issue.

Articles and questions may be emailed to me at
LKD41654@aol.com. Deadline for articles is
the 28" of even-numbered months. Next
deadline is October 25, 2008.

Thank you for your help,
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#W history petectives

My New Favorite Television Show
by Lynette Dick, Editor

Last year | discovered a new favorite television
show — History Detectives. History Detectives, a
PBS program, explores historical mysteries,
searching out the facts and myths that connect local
folklore, family legends and interesting objects.
Traditional investigative techniques, modern
technologies, and plenty of legwork are the tools
the History Detectives team of experts uses to
give new - and sometimes shocking - insights into
our national history.

My favorite story so far involves a Civil War
enthusiast who purchased a striking vintage
photograph that depicts about 20 older white men in
full dress uniform, standing shoulder-to-shoulder
with two black men. He is interested in finding out
more about the picture and what brought them all
together for this portrait.

Investigator, Elyse Luray, first visits the owner and
looks over the photograph. Her investigation
begins at the Library of Congress where they
determine that the photograph is of a GAR (Grand
Army of the Republic) reunion, possibly around
1900. She then looks through the GAR rules and
regulations regarding membership for minorities.
They determine that minorities were indeed
accepted into GAR membership. The photograph
is scanned and upon zooming in, they determines
that the photograph was taken of the Cazenovia,
New York GAR post.

She is then off to Cazenovia to talk with the
Historian at the Cazenovia Public Library. They
look through GAR records and determine the
names of the two black men in that Post. Her next
step is to send to the National Archives for the
military records of the three. With the names and
military records, she enlists the help of a
professional genealogist and historian.

After a brief visit to the African American Civil War
Museum, Elyse returns to the genealogist who has
uncovered some exciting news. She has found the

Sept.-Oct. 2008

great-great grandson of one of the men! He has
posted a genealogy-family blog. Elyse then travels
to meet George who shows her a photo he has of
his great-great grandfather.

A similarity is seen right away between one of the
veterans and George’s photograph. Elyse then
takes both photographs to a Forensic Detective at
the New York State Police who confirms that one of
the men in the original photograph is indeed
George’s, great-great grandfather.

The climax is when Elyse takes George to meet the
owner of the photograph. She relays her
discoveries to both about the GAR and the two
black men in the photograph. She then presents
George with a copy of the photograph. The best
part (and this is the part genealogists will love) is
when Elyse takes George to Cazenovia, New York,
to his great great grandfather’s grave!

You can visit the show’s website at
http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/ for an
actual transcript of this show (Season 5, Episode 3)
and other episodes as well. The website also gives
you investigative techniques and Do It Yourself tips
that could help you with your genealogy searches.
Or better yet, watch the show! It's on KRMA
Denver Channel 6 on Mondays at 8:00 p.m. or on
KBDI Denver Channel 12 on Sundays at 4:30 p.m.
(check your television listings as these times
change during their pledge drives)

So, if you love history, genealogy and the thrill of
the hunt, | think you will love History Detectives too.

Did You Know?

The Denver Public Library offers FREE access to
Heritage Quest Online and all you need is a Denver
Public Library card!

Visit their website at http:/denverlibrary.org. From
the left side, click on:

Research Resources

Databases A-Z

Heritage Quest

From there you will be asked for your Library Card
No. and Last Name.

Then, you can search Heritage Quest Census,
Books, PERSI, Revolutionary War, Freedman'’s
Bank and the U.S. Serial Set all for FREE.
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M eeting L ocation

The Monday meetings are held at 7:00 pm at Chris
the King Lutheran Church, 2300 So. Patton Ct., in
southwest Denver. The church is at the corner of
lliff Ave. and So. Patton Ct. in the Harvey Park
area.

When coming from the north: Take Federal or
Sheridan Blvd. south to Evans Ave. Turn right
from Federal or left from Sheridan and take Evans
to Patton Ct. Turn south on Patton Ct. two blocks
to the church at Iliff Ave.

When coming from the south: Take Federal or
Sheridan Blvd. north to Yale Ave. Turn left from
Federal or right from Sheridan and take Yale to
Patton Ct. Turn north on Patton Ct. three blocks to
the church at Iliff Ave.

If you need further information on the meeting
location, call Lynette Dick at the church at 303-
935-4669 during business hours.
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MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS

CIG Members may request a membership roster
from Membership Chairman, Charlotte Weiler by
emailing her at charjweiler@yahoo.corA roster
of specific genealogy program users is also
available.

Steering Committee Elected Officers

President............... Vern Tomkins.............. 303-922-3639
Immed. Past Pres...... Patrick Purcell.............. 303-973-2185
Vice President.......... Sandra Ronayne............303-750-5680
Secretary................ Bob Shankland............ 303-986-8583
Treasurer................ Ray Henney...................303-758-0792

Steering Committee Appointed Officers

Membership........... Charlotte Weiler............ 303-989-5079
Kelly Glenn

Equipment.............. Earl King..........cooe... 303-795-1150
Publicity/Bylaws ....Mike Roman............... 303-504-4314
Newsletter.............. Lynette Dick............... 303-986-7910
Hospitality............. Lynette Dick................ 303.986-7910
Programs............. Sandra Ronayne............ 303-750-5680
Historian................ Vacant

CGS Liaison........... Nancy Ratay................ 303-972-2701
Council Liaison....... Charlotte Weiler............ 303-989-5079

Nominating Committee

Mary Thayer, Leon Pack, Vacant

Workshop Leaders

Family Tree Maker...Ed Richard................ 303-355-2592
The Master Genealogist

Birdie Holsclaw............ 303-52054

Patrick Purcell............303-973-2185

Bobbi King................. 720-839-4952
Legacy............... Vern Tomkins............... 303-922-3639
Scanning & Digital Imaging...Gary Ratay...... 303-972-2701
Roots Magic......... Jamie Redmond............. 303-751-9075
Reunion for Mac....Nancy Ratay................. 303-972-2701

DNA.......c.ceeenen Earl Beaty.................... 303-494-8713
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P # ! ! $
Computer Interest Group

“Enhancing Your Use of Computers
and Software for Genealogy and
Family History”

% & $

Registration

Name

Address

Phone Email

Current Genealogy Software None
$5 Member $10 Non-Member____ Eating a Sloppy Joe Lunch?

Please mail registration form to Sandy Ronayne, 1540 S. Macon St., Aurora, CO 80012 by Oct. 21.
You may also RSVP to Sandy at sandyronayne@comcast.net
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