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From the President:

“I am resigning as President of the
Computer Interest Group effective
December 31, 2008.

This is due to the continued
complications and limitations since my
back surgery in August. I am having some
improvement now, but cannot expect
normal living for another six months to a
year.

This keeps me focused on the pain
instead of the work that needs to be done
tor CIG. I have not felt like sitting and
working on the computer, making phone
calls, or going to events that take more

than 3 hours at a time”. “Vewr Gombins

Effective January 1, 2009, the interim
president of CIG will be current VP,
Sandy Ronayne.

Thank You, Vern!

Vern took over as President of CIG in
January 2005. Let us all express our
sincere gratitude for the fine job he has
done. We will miss his great leadership
these past four years. Get Well Soon!
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* * * * * *

UPCOMING CGS/CIG PROGRAMS:
All Monday CIG meetings are held at:
Christ the King Lutheran Church,

2300 So. Patton Ct., Denver, Colorado

Monday, January 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Nancy & Gary Ratay

“I've Scanned, Photographed and
Archived, Now What?” — a continuation of
the Beginning Scanning and Digital
Photography presentation from November
1st. This is an intermediate presentation.

Monday, February 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Workshop Meeting

* * * * * *

UPCOMING CGS PROGRAMS:
All Friday night programs held at:
Christ the King Lutheran Church,
2300 S. Patton Ct., Denver, Colorado

Friday, January 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Lou-Jean Rehn

“A Little Traveling Music: Planning for
Genealogical Trips”

Friday, February 20, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Dr. Thomas Shawker
“Your Genealogy and Your Health”

Saturday, February 21, 2009

10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

CGS Genealogical Seminar
Denver Public Library Conference Center
13" & Broadway

Featuring: Thomas H. Shawker, M.D. and
Patricia O'Brien Shawker, CG

Material Fee $30 + optional lunch

Visit their website at http:www/cogensoc.us
for program information and to download a
registration form.
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I’'ve Scanned, Photographed

and Archived, Now What?
CIG January 12, 2009 Program

Nancy and Gary Ratay, Scanning and Digital
Workshop Leaders, wil present the program in
January. It will be a continuation from the
Beginning Scanning and Digital Photography
presentation given on 1 November. This is an
intermediate level presentation on the

steps you can take after you have scanned or
photographed, labeled and archived your digital
media. In this program we hope to include pre-
sharpening, auto functions (pros and cons), levels
and curves made easier, resizing and sharpening
for output. This is a lot of ground to cover so we
may not get to everything, but we're sure you will
learn a lot! More in-depth focus on thesetopics and
others occurs in our workshop sessions. (Nancy
reviews the Beginning Session on Page 4)

Genealogy and Google Maps
CIG March 9, 2009 Program

Birdie Hoslaw will present Genealogy and Google
Maps at the CIG March program meeting. One of
the newest services from Google is the "My Maps"
feature of Google Maps. Birdie’s presentation will
focus on using this free service for genealogy. You
will learn how to create maps showing event
locations, migration routes, enumeration district
boundaries and more. Birdie's presentation will be
informative and fun.

Using Familysearch.org
CIG May 11, 2009 Program

Barbara Price will discuss the many features,
including new ones, of familysearch.org at the May
CIG program meeting. These include
labs@familysearch.org, the record search pilot, and
the Family History Lesson Series. Plan on joining
us for this presentation about an excellent and free
genealogy site.
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Genealogical Research on the
Internet and Advance
Genealogical Research
Methodologies for the Internet

CIG Spring Seminar
Saturday, May 23, 2009

George G. Morgan will be presenting an all day
seminar on using the Internet for genealogical
research. The Internet is expanding at an
exponential rate, and online genealogical resources
are growing larger and better every day. The
effective genealogist or family history researcher is
using the Internet to help locate helpful leads.

In the morning, George will focus on the three
different types of Internet-based materials that can
be of the most help to genealogical researchers:
Web pages, message boards, and mailing lists. In
the afternoon, George will help us learn how to
maximize our effectiveness by using all of the
Internet Web resources together with traditional
research and documentation. He will focus on how
to combine the use of all types of Internet
genealogical resources to locate information and
leads. George will present a sample case.

George G. Morgan is president of Aha! Seminars,
Inc. in Tampa, FL. He is also an avid genealogist
and a prolific author — he has written seven
genealogy books, including: The Genealogy Forum
on America Online: The Official User's Guide; the
award winning Your Family Reunion: How to Plan
It, Organize It, and Enjoy It, both published by
Ancestry Publishing. His award-wining book, How
to Do Everything with Your Genealogy, published
by McGraw-Hill/Osborne has been a part of its
highly successful "How to Do Everything" series,
and has been one of the best-selling genealogy
"how-to" genealogy books published in the last 20
years! He also has written the first and second
editions of The Official Guide to Ancestry.com. He
writes a regular column for Dick Eastman's Online
Genealogical Newsletter.

George is a recognized expert in using software
programs, databases, Internet resources, online
databases, Internet genealogical mailing lists and
message boards, search engines, directories,
subscription databases, and all the major online
services around the world. He also sponsors and
co-hosts The Genealogy Guys Podcast. You can
listen each week at http:/genealogyguys.com.
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Beginning Scanning
by Nancy L. Ratay

In preparation for January’s program on
intermediate scanning skills, | thought | might just
reiterate a few of the things that Gary and | covered
at the Beginning Seminar in November. Please
understand that this will in no way replace the entire
presentation from then.

For genealogy it important that you have a portable
scanner. Many of the companies have stopped
making portable flatbed scanners in favor of “multi-
purpose” scanners, which may not be the best
option for a genealogist. Portability is important if
Aunt Sally has photos she won't lend to you. Or you
are visiting a repository that will allow scanning.
Canon is the one manufacturer who is still making
portable flatbed scanners - most the same size as a
laptop, but weighing less. Currently they are making
the following in the LiDE series:

LiDE 25 under $50 1200 x 2400 dpi optical
resolution

LiDE 100 under $60 2400 x 4800 dpi optical
resolution

LiDE 90 Being replaced by LIDE200 Similar Specs
Still available for under $80

LiDE 200 under $90 4800 x 4800 dpi optical
resolution

LiDE 600F $150 4800 x 9600 dpi optical resolution
(Includes film scanning adapter -slightly larger and
heavier).

We also recommend that you have Photoshop
Elements which is currently in version 7 for
Windows. We don’t recommend using the program
that comes with the scanner. They seem to require
extra steps and are more difficult to get to do the
types of things needed for archiving your genealogy
items.

There are many tutorials online for learning
Photoshop Elements, either free or by fee. Some
that we have found useful are:
http://www.photoshopelementsuser.com/learningce
nter
http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/pselements/Photos

hop Elements Tutorials and User Resources.htm

http://www.pixel2life.com/tutorials/adobe photosho

p_elements/
http://www.peachpit.com/

The very minimum you should be doing with your
documents and other nearly flat items is getting
them scanned and labeled for archiving. Even if you
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never do anything else, these will still be available
for someone else to use when the original item is
gone.

After you have set up your scanner by running the
install CD that came with it, you should be ready to
try out your scanning. Try to use an advanced
mode rather than the “simple” one so you have
more choices. You should select to scan at a
minimum 600 dpi whenever possible unless itis a
large document or photo. You may even need 1200
dpi for very small photos. You should usually use
the Preview button so you can size the scanning
area if needed and find out how large a file you are
making. Yes, scanning at 600 dpi will make the
scan use a lot of your hard disk space. But for
archiving you want the best resolution possible.

When your scan has finished, it should show you
the scan so you can see if it is acceptable. If you
need to straighten or crop you can do that. The
reason we recommend Photoshop Elements is that
you can now take that scan, using Menu
Bar>Image>Resize>Canvas Size, and add .25 to .5
inch to the height which will give you a white area in
which to type text which will stay with the photo. In
that space put in as much information as you can
about the photo - who is in it, when it was taken,
where it was taken, etc. Think of what you always
wished your grandmother had labeled on her
photos! When you add the text, Photoshop will
make a text layer for your typing. Leave the layers
in so that you can add to it or correct it later if you
obtain new information. This archive scan should
now be saved as a “Photoshop” document (.psd) or
as a TIFF (.tif). Do NOT use JPEG (.jpg) for your
archives! If you want a definitive explanation of why
you should not do this, please see Dick Eastman’s
Plus Edition column from July 13, 2008, online at
http://plus.eogn.com. This is the fee portion of his
newsletter. If you are not subscribed you can see
me at a workshop night. | usually have a copy with
me which you could read. As a fee article Dick does
not allow it to be copied for distribution.

As noted before, these scans will take up a lot of
your computer’s hard drive space. Your archival
scans should be saved in more than one manner.
You can make a back-up hard drive. Large external
hard drives are becoming less expensive. And you
should also make a CD or DVD back-up of these
scans. Actually, make two CDs or DVDs, using two
different manufacturers. Store one of the CD or
DVD back-ups in another location. What good are
the back-ups if they are all in the same house which
burns down?


http://www.photoshopelementsuser.com/learningce
http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/pselements/Photos
http://www.pixel2life.com/tutorials/adobe_photosho
http://www.peachpit.com/
http://plus.eogn.com
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This is only a brief review of the 1 hour+ workshop
from November. Hopefully it will catch up those of
you unable to attend. Gary and | look forward to
seeing you at the January meeting to delve into
what comes after all that archiving.

Nancy and Gary Ratay run the CIG Scanning and
Digital Workshop for workshop night meetings.
Nancy also answers questions and offers help with
Reunion for the Macintosh.

APG (Association of Professional
Genealogists) Recognizes CIG Member with
Achievement Award

Roberta “Bobbi” King received the APGQ
Excellence Award for her exceptional column
“Professional Profiles” published in the APG
Quarterly over the past several years. She
currently serves on the board of directors of
FGS (Federal Genealogical Society), authored
Researching in Nebraska for the National
Genealogica Society “Research in the States”
series, and has volunteered in the local
Colorado genealogical community for the past
ten years. Congratulations, Bobbi!

' ‘m
The new Adobe Reader version is

AdObe now available and users are
recommended to upgrade to the latest version.
This is still a free program that can be
downloaded from the Adobe Reader website at
http://adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2
allversions.html

The distributed version 9 program has itself
been updated, so after the new installation,
users should open the Reader program and go
to the pull-down menu >Help>Check for
Updates and install the latest update to version
9.

Adobe Reader Version 9 Now
Available
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Two CIG Positions Needed!

Your help is needed! Our group is looking for
persons to fill two positions:

Equipment Manager

Earl King has been Equipment Manager for
over 15 years and wishes to turn the duties
over to a fresh person who will do the job. Earl
will be on hand to talk and help this person
learn the ropes.

Equipment Manager duties:
e Keep inventory of equipment
e Purchase equipment
e Set-up equipment for meetings
¢ Resolve conflict with speaker's
equipment

Historian

In the past, we just keep on keeping all records
in boxes and doing nothing else. We need to
edit all the papers, keep only one copy of each
document, and prepare them to be turned over
to the Denver Public Library for archiving. We
have voted to have them as our repository.

Historian duties:

e Set-up guidelines for all historian
duties, including archiving materials
now and in the future

¢ Go through what we have and eliminate
all but one copy of each board
document, archive what we have

e Take documents to DPL for archiving

These records are located at our meeting site,
Christ the King Lutheran Church. You would
be able to go through the records any time the
office is open with the help of CIG Board
Member, Lynette Dick, who works at the
church.

If you would like to try one of these jobs, see
Sandy Ronayne, Lynette Dick or any other
Steering Committeee member at one of our
meetings.

Your help and participation is what keeps the
Computer Interest Group going!
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Printing International Characters

If you have Western and Eastern
European ancestors, you have no doubt
had the need for characters that are not
on your computer keyboard.

Users of Microsoft Word for Windows
can use the following keyboard shortcuts.
They are made by pressing and holding
one of the ALT keys, then typing the
indicated numbers on the numeric keypad
on the right side of your keyboard. The
letter then appears after the Alt key is
released.

MAC Users can find character directions
at:
http:/ /www.ccsf.edu/Departments/Langu

Alt + 0237

Alt + 0238

Alt + 0239

Alt + 0241

Alt + 0209

Alt + 0242

Alt + 0243

Alt + 0244

Alt + 0246

Alt + 0245

Alt + 0154

Alt + 0138

age Center/accentsmac.htm

Alt + 0229

Alt + 0197

Alt + 0224

Alt + 0225

Alt + 0226

Alt + 0228

Alt + 0227

Alt + 0230

Alt + 0148

Alt + 0199

Alt + 0231

Alt + 0156

Alt + 0140

Alt + 0232

Alt + 0233

Alt + 0234

Alt + 0235

Alt + 0236
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Alt + 0249

Alt + 0250

Alt + 0251

Alt + 0252

Alt + 0221

Alt + 0253

Alt + 0255

Alt + 0142

Alt + 0158

Alt + 0216

Alt + 0248

Alt + 0223

Alt + 0131

Alt + 0222

Alt + 0208

Alt + 0128

Alt + 0163
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Alt + 0162
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RootsMagic

The 4th version of Roots
Magic is not out yet. They
want to make sure all the little
bugs are addressed which should be easier on
everyone.

One of the new features will be RootsMagic-
To-Go! Not only can you have your data on a
flash drive, but you can run the full RootsMagic
program and your data directly from the flash
drive. If you are going to a library that doesn't
have RootsMagic on their computer, don't
worry. Just use RootsMagic-To-Go to install
RM4 and your data on your flash drive, and
take it with you. When you get to the library
just plug your flash drive into the computer and
get to work. When you get home just move the
data right back onto your computer!

For more information you can go to their blog
at http://blog.rootsmagic.com/, which was
awarded the “Best Commercial Genealogy
Blog" award for 2008 by Tamura Jones..

Our next workshop meeting will be Monday,
February 9th. Jamie Redmond at
jamkred@aol.com

Some Genealogy Tips:

**When searching dates on Google use two
periods between the years, i.e.. 1800..1900
This will limit your search to a numeric range.

**When typing an individual's surname into
your genealogy software program, type
surnames in CAPS. If you don’t know the
female’'s maiden name, type her married
surname in lower case. This will let you know
you still need to find her maiden name. This
keeps you from typing “unknown” or “unk” as
the surname. Ed Richard

Jan-Feb 2009

Favorite Websites:

=== www.naval-history.net
The website now has complete US Navy and
Coast Guard casualty lists for World War |,
arranged both alphabetically and
chronologically by ship. More US Navy
information for this period already exists and
more is being added. There is also
considerable supporting information on battles,
actions, convoys, warships, merchant ships
and ship losses.

http://www.behindthename.com
Discover the meaning and origins of first
names. View lists of the most popular first
names for the last century.

http://www.geneabios.com
Biographies for Genealogy
Search biographies by individual or by State
location

mmmE http://office.microsoft.com/en -
us/templates/CT102774121033.aspx
Calendar Maker

If you would like to make a 2009 calendar, this
Microsoft Office Online website has calendars
in many styles, patterns and prints available for
download.



http://blog.rootsmagic.com/
jamkred@aol.com
http://www.behindthename.com
http://www.geneabios.com
http://office.microsoft.com/en-
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Websites for Slovakian
Research

Thanks to Linda Hartlaub for
providing these Websites:

http://www.iabsi.com/gen/public/

Eastern Slovakia Genealogy Research
Strategies

(the best site for information on Slovak Ancestry)

These pages provide strategy assistance to
English-speaking researchers of Eastern Slovakia
immigrants. This collection also provides a
contemporary and historical perspective of the
region through essays, documents and
photographs.

Geographic focus is on Eastern Slovakia (Slovak
Republic) / formerly Czechoslovakia / formerly
Upper Hungary. Primary research areas include
the peoples and lands in the Carpathian mountains
and immediate borderlands of Southern Poland
(Galicia) and Western Ukraine (Carpatho-Rus). As
Slovakia was a component of pre-1918 Hungary,
there is also much information about "old Hungary".

http://www.slovakinstitute.com/Cleveland.htm
History of Slovaks in Cleveland, Ohio

Cleveland and Cuyahoga County from early on has
been a target location for those coming from what is
now the Slovak Republic. The first Slovak
immigrants came as early as 1880.

http://www.slovaklinks.com
Thousands of Slovak Links

http://www.loc.gov/rr/european/imsk/slovakia.html
Library of Congress Slovak Website

A chronology and bibliography of Slovaks in
America

http://www.tccweb.org

The Carpathian Connection

Search this site for genealogical and historical
information if you have Carpatho-Rusyn heritage-it
provides information on Rusyn villages in Slovakia
and Poland, as well as settlements in the
northeastern United States.
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http://www.cemetery.sk/english
Virtual Cemeteries in Slovakia

http://www.feefhs.org/
The Federation Eastern European Family
History Societies

The Federation of East European Family History
Societies (FEEFHS) was organized in 1992 as an
umbrella organization that promotes family research
in eastern and central Europe without any ethnic,
religious, or social distinctions. It provides a forum
for individuals and organizations focused on a
single country or group of people to exchange
information and be updated on developments in the
field. While it primarily serves the interests of North
Americans in tracing their lineages back to a
European homeland, it welcomes members from all
countries.
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\/@ New CIG website Address

www.cogensoc.us/cigmain.html

The Computer Interest Group of the Colorado
Genealogical Society has a new website
address. Our web page is a link on the
Colorado Genealogy Society website. They
have moved from the Ancestry-Rootsweb site
to a website of their own.

Information about our program and workshop
meetings are available on this site.

?? Ask An Expert ??

Do you have a question about your computer
genealogy program? Digital imaging or
scanning? DNA research? Internet research?
Location of internet records? Thiscolumnis
for you. No question istoo ssmple. Maybe
someone else is wondering the same thing.
Email your question to the editor at
LKD41654@aol.com and it will be forwarded
to one of our workshop leaders. Then, watch
for your question and answer in upcoming
newsletters.

Ski
Colorado
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M eeting L ocation

The Monday meetings are held at 7:00 pm at Christ
the King Lutheran Church, 2300 So. Patton Ct., in
southwest Denver. The churchis at the corner of
Iliff Ave. and So. Patton Ct. in the Harvey Park
area.

When coming from the north: Take Federa or
Sheridan Blvd. south to Evans Ave. Turn right
from Federa or |eft from Sheridan and take Evans
to Patton Ct. Turn south on Patton Ct. two blocks
to the church at Iliff Ave.

When coming from the south: Take Federal or
Sheridan Blvd. north to Yale Ave. Turn left from
Federal or right from Sheridan and take Yaleto
Patton Ct. Turn north on Patton Ct. three blocks to
the church at Iliff Ave.
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ouE bebeeen Sheridanand Federd are shomwm.

West Hampden Ave. (US Highway 285), 3500 South
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ZFrom the Editor:

Please help make this newsletter a success by
submitting articles and ideas for articles
relating to computer genealogy to me to include
in this newdletter. Please be generous with
your submissions of your favorite genealogical
websites, a new website you have discovered,
breakthroughs using your computer, and
genealogical news and meetings of other
societies.

Articles and ideas for articles may be emailed
to meat LKD41654@aol.com. Deadline for
articles is the 25™ of even-numbered months.
Next deadline is February 25, 2009.

Thank you for your help,

Happy Valentine's Day
Saturday, February 14
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MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS

CIG Members may request a membership
roster from Membership Chairman, Charlotte
Weller by emailing her at
charjweiler@yahoo.com. A roster of specific
genealogy program usersis also available.

Steering Committee Elected Officers

Interim President...... Sandra Ronayne............303-750-5002
Immed. Past Pres...... Patrick Purcell..............303 -973-2185
Vice President.......... Sandra Ronayne.......... 303.750.5002
Secretary................ Bob Shankland............ 303 -986-8583
Treasurer................ Ray Henney....................303-758-0792

Steering Committee Appointed Officers

Membership........... Charlotte Weiler............ 303 -989-5079
Kelly Glenn

Equipment............. Vacant

Publicity/Bylaws ....Mike Roman............... 303 -504-4314
Newsletter-.............. Lynette Dick............... 303 -986-7910
Hospitality............. Lynette Dick................ 303.986 -7910
Programs............... Sandra Ronayne............303-750-5002
CGS Liaison........... Nancy Ratay................ 303-972-2701
Council Liaison....... Charlotte Weiler............303 -989-5079
Historian................ Vacant

Nominating Committee

Mary Thayer, Leon Pack, Vacant

Workshop L eaders

Family Tree Maker...Ed Richard................ 303 -355-2592
The Master Geneal ogist

Birdie Holsclaw............ 303-530-4054

Patrick Purcell,................. 303 -973-2185

Bobbi King................. 720 -839-4952
Legacy.......c.nn.... Vern Tomkins............... 303 -922-3639
Scanning & Digital Imaging...Gary Ratay...... 303-972-2701
Roots Magic......... Jamie Redmond............. 303 -751-9075
Reunion for Mac....Nancy Ratay................. 303 -972-2701

DNA..........ceee. Earl Beaty.................... 303 -494-8713


LKD41654@aol.com
charjweiler@yahoo.com
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January 12, 2009 Program Meeting “I've Scanned, Photographed and
Archived, Now What?”

February 9, 2009 Workshop Meeting

March 9, 2009 Program Meeting “Genealogy and Google Maps”

April 13, 2009 Workshop Meeting

May 11, 2009 Program Meeting “Using Familysearch.org”

June 8, 2009 Workshop Meeting

CGSI/CIG Newsletter
Lynette Dick, Editor
7440 West Utah Ave.
Lakewood CO 80232
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