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STEERING COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS:

Treasurer[S Report (9/30/2008):

Checking $4,700.42

Savings $1,031.28

Total Assets $5,731.70
* * * * * *

UPCOMING CGS/CIG PROGRAMS:
All Monday CIG meetings are held at:
Christ the King Lutheran Church,

2300 So. Patton Ct., Denver, Colorado

Monday, November 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
No December CIG Meeting

Monday, January 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Nancy & Gary Ratay

"IMe scanned, Photographed and
Archived, Now What?, [Ja continuation of
the Beginning Scanning and Digital
Photography presentation from November
1st. This is an intermediate presentation.
(See Article on Page 5 of this newsletter)

* * * * * *

UPCOMING CGS PROGRAMS:

All Friday night programs held at:
Christ the King Lutheran Church,
2300 S. Patton Ct., Denver, Colorado

Friday, November 21, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

Speaker: Dan Parker

»New England House History,

Learn about the different types of records
used to trace the age and genealogies of
these colonial homes.

GEM [O»Genealogy Education Module,. A
new feature of CGS program meetings,
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GEMs are thirty minute educational
presentations or "mini-lessons" designed to
provide helpful information, teach a new
skill, and share insights and resources.
NovemberS GEM will be an update on
Family Search Labs by Lou-Jean Rehn.

No December CGS Meeting

The Storytellers
shared by Bill Nix

(The following item is sometimes
handed out a gathering involving

: family historians. It was recently
glven to attendees at a Jamestowne Society
meeting by Beverly Nelson. Beverly does not know
who the author is and neither did those present.)

We are chosen. In each family there is one
who seems to find the ancestors. To put flesh
on their bones and make them live again, to
tell the family story and to feel that somehow
they know and approve. Doing genealogy is
not a cold gathering of facts but, instead,
breathing life into all who have gone before.
We are the storytellers of the tribe. All tribes
have one. We have been called, as if it were,
by our genes. Those who have gone before
cry out to us, “tell our story!” So we do.

In finding them, we somehow find ourselves.
How many graves have | stood before now and
cried? | have lost count. How many times
have | told the ancestors you have a wonderful
family? You would be proud of us. How many
times have | walked up to a grave and felt
there was love there for me? | cannot say.

It goes beyond just documenting facts. It goes
to who | am and why | do the things | do. It
goes to seeing a cemetery about to be lost
forever in weeds and indifference and saying,
“| canfilet this happen.” The bones here are
bones of my bone and flesh. It goes to doing
something about it. It goes to pride in what my
ancestors were able to accomplish. How they
contributed to what we are today. It goes to
respecting their hardships and losses, their
never giving in or giving up, their resoluteness
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to go on and build a life for their family. It goes
to deep pride that the father fought and some
died to make and keep us a nation. It goes to
a deep and immense understanding that they
were doing it for us. It is of equal pride and
love that our mothers struggled to give us birth,
without them we could not exist, and so we
love each one, as far back as we can reach.
That we might be born who we are. That we
might remember them. So we do.

With love and caring and scribing each fact of
their existence, because we are they and they
are the sum of who we are. So, as a scribe
called | tell the story of my family. Itis up to
that one called in the next generation to
answer the call and take my place in the long
line of family storytellers.
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Fall CIG Symposium [
November 1, 2008

Therels still time to register for this Saturday(s
Fall Symposium. However, dueto the late
date, please send an RSV P email to Sandy
Ronayne sandyronayne@comcast.net or call
her at 303-750-5002 and let her know you plan
to attend. Then, bring the registration form (on
page 11) and fee with you that day.

The all-day session will be on Enhancing Your
Use of Computers and Software for
Genealogy and Family History. The
Symposium will help you make the best use of
computer resources in your research and
documentation of your familiesChistories.

The Symposium will be held at our regular
meeting site at Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 2300 S. Patton Court, Denver,
Colorado. Registration will be from 9:30 to 10
am. Sessionswill be run from 10 am. to 4
p.m. A sloppy joe lunch will be available for a
$5 donation.
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The first morning session will begin with
panelists who have special knowledge of the
genealogy software programs Y ou will be able
to see what each program is able to do and ask
the panelists questions. Genealogy programs to
be presented include: Legacy, Family Tree
Maker, Roots Magic, The Master Genealogist,
and Reunion for Mac.

Two concurrent sessions will follow the
genealogy software panel:

Scanning will include how to scan
photos and documents to be imported
into your genealogy program. Pictures
and documents add so much to our
understanding of our families.
Scanning allows us to preserve and
share these items.

AniMap and GenSmart will cover how
to use these tools to enhance your
genealogy research and software.
AniMap includes more than 2,000
different maps showing the changing
county boundaries in each state from
colonial times to the present. It can be
used to locate cities, towns, townships,
courthouses, cemeteries, and more,
including places no longer in existence.
GenSmart is a software utility that uses
artificial intelligence to analyze your
existing genealogy file and produce
research recommendations.

The afternoon will start with each of the
genealogy software panelists doing a beginning
session of their specific program. These
sessions will alow you to see programsin
more depth about Legacy, Family Tree Maker,
Roots Magic, The Master Genealogist, and
Reunion for Mac. The afternoon will conclude
with a session on Top Genealogy websites.

The cost for the all-day Symposium is $5 for
members and $10 for non-members. There will
be door prizes.
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Update on
Picasa

By Sandy Ronayne

Picasa is Googlels

free photo editing,
organizing, and sharing system, which | have
been using for a couple years, primarily for
sharing of photos and digitized documents.
IlMe been using Picasa much more extensively
after my brief overview of the system at the
CIG October 13 meeting. | have found itis a
joy to use and makes editing, organizing, and
sharing digitized photos and documents very
easy. Currently, | am using Picasa for about
98 percent of my photo editing Ol use
Photoshop Elements 6 for a small number of
more complicated edits. Picasa is wonderful
for retouching flaws in old pictures. I
amazed at how easy it has been to remove
scratches from pictures and slides and to
adjust color and lighting, fix red-eyes, and
crop.

A new feature for Picasa albums is 'name
tags,” that helps organize and share photos
based on the facial features of people in the
pictures. All you need to do to use this
function is to enable names tags in Picasa
Web Albums. The facial recognition part of
Picasa Web Albums will then look for similar
faces in a photo collection and group these
faces together. Then you select which ones
are the same person and add a name tag to
those. You can deselect those that don(i
belong. Also, you do not need to have any
name for each face; use the “ignore, skip, or
not a face links™ for those you donfwant
included. For example, | “skipped™ pictures of
children | didnlknow who were at my
grandson(s birthday party.

Once a face is labeled or tagged with a name,
the system does a pretty good job of identifying
that face in later photos and suggesting the
name that goes with it. ItS not perfect but is
also very interesting to see when it
misidentifies faces 01 happy when the
system recognizes a resemblance between
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pictures of my dad as a young child and my
grandson.

Google has built in some features to protect
the information in the name tags Oall of us
want personal information to be protected.
Sharing controls for name tags in Picasa
albums include:

You must opt in to use names tags.
The name tag setting must be enabled
in Settings.

Name tags are not included in any
search Oviewers cannot find name tags
through search even if an album is
public.

For any album that includes visible
name tags, only the "nickname™ will be
used. You can also edit the nickname
field to contain a more general tag,
such as "Person 1.

Name tag information is not visible
across other Google accounts for
Picasa Web Albums, Google
properties, or any third party.

Sharing is a breeze using the name tags. If |
want to send cousins all the pictures of my
grandma (which are in several web albums), all
| need to do is select the tag for Grandma and
click on the share button to send an e-mail
invitation.

To learn more about the features of Picasa and
see a video, check out:

http://picasa.google.com/

Read a Wall Street Journal article (September
10, 2008) on Picasa at:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB1220988416770159
07.html

Special thanks to Sharon and Terri for telling
me about this article.
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Ive Scanned, Photographed
and Archived, Now What?

by Gary and Nancy Ratay
Scanning and Digital Workshop Leaders

The program on January 12, 2009, will be a
continuation of the Beginning Scanning and
Digital Photography presentation given during
our 1 November Seminar. This is an
intermediate level presentation on the steps
you can take after you have scanned or
photographed, labeled and archived your
digital media. In this program, we hope to
include pre-sharpening, auto functions (pros
and cons), levels and curves made easier,
resizing and sharpening for output. Thisis a
lot of ground to cover, so we may not get to
everything, but welre sure you will learn a lot!
More in-depth focus on these topics and others
occurs in our workshop sessions.

« Czech Archives Update
by Nancy Ratay

Two thingsto add to the last
article about the Trebon Archives
online. One, | wasin error that
these were church records. These are records
from the churches, kept by the civil
government. It isthe civil government that is
releasing the images online at:
http://digi.ceskearchivy.cz/index.php.
Secondly, the wonderful people a Trebon have
tranglated the website into English and German.
When | went to the website recently, | came to
anew welcome window. It senses where you
are accessing from and started me with English.
There were also Czech and German flags for
the choice of those languages. Click on the icon
inthe middle to start and it was al in English! |
was able to read about signing in and have
registered with them. | now receive noticesin
English about the new towns and records as
they are added.
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Favorite Websites for:

Mayflower Research

The Mayflower left Plymouth, England on
September 6, 1620. Of the 102 passengers
onboard the ship, three of them were pregnant
women. One of the women, Elizabeth
Hopkins, gave birth during the voyage, making
103 passengers. Stephen and Elizabeth
Hopkins named their newborn son Oceanus.
The other two women would give birth shortly
after arrival. On November 6, three days
before land was sighted, one passenger,
William Butten, a young servant, died. The
Mayflower arrived and anchored off the tip of
Cape Cod on November 11with 102
passengers.

Even if you donfflhave a Mayflower ancestor
try visiting these website for some interesting
reading and information on the voyage and
early life in this country. And, if you do or think
you might, visit the sites for extensive
information on this historic voyage.

www.mayflowerhistory.com

This website gives information on the ship, the
voyage, the passengers, their wills, the
Wampanoag Indians, life in Plymouth and
Pilgrim Lineage Societies.

A fun page on this site is "Famous
Descendants of Mayflower Passengers™. It
details famous people living and dead that
trace back to Mayflower passengers. Some
interesting persons include: John and John
Quincy Adams, Franklin Roosevelt, George
Bush Jr. and Sr., Marilyn Monroe and Clint
Eastwood to name a few. Check this site out
to find others.


http://digi.ceskearchivy.cz/index.php
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www.mayflowerfamilies.com

This website provides a complete passenger
list. If you click on a passenger, you will find
their genealogy abstracts as well as books to
purchase. The site also lists important events
of Pilgrims, a transcript of the Mayflower
Compact, information on their daily life and
colonial diseases. A special page titled "The
Colonial Gazette™ describes how life went on
centuries ago.

These next two sites provide information on
the Pilgrim(8 life in Plymouth, Massachusetts:

www.plimoth.org

The website of the Plimoth Plantation,
Plymouth, Massachusetts. The site details the
plantation, a 1627 English Village.

www.pilgrimhall.org

The website of the Pilgrim Hall Museum in
Plymouth, Massachusetts. This site tells the
Pilgrim story and details the exhibits and
collections at the museum.

Happy Thanksgiving
November 27, 2008
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Colorado Voting Records
Two websites for Colorado Voting Records:
Colorado 1861 Territorial Election

http://history.denverlibrary.org/research/colora
do1861/

These election files, edited by John Chandler
Clement, make up the electronic edition of the
list of Colorado voters in the 1861 territorial
election originally published by this group
(Colorado Genealogical Society-Computer
Interest Group).

The hard copy of this publication can be found
in the Western History/Genealogy department
of the Denver Public Library.

Longmont Voter Registration Records
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~colgs/votrec.html

This website is provided by the Longmont
Genealogical Society and gives Voter
Registration Records for Longmont, Colorado
from 1898-1919.
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' Two Great
< Breakthroughs Using
——_ My Computer
= by Lynette Dick

My first breakthrough was found by using the
Cook County, lllinois Assessorsivebsite at
www.cookcountyassessor.com. Here,

you can put in a Chicago street address and
see what the property looks like today. Most of
the photos are from 2000-2003. | had the
addresses of several of my Wright relatives
who lived in the south side of Chicago. The
apartment building my grandmother was born
in in 1905 is now a vacant lot. The beautiful
Victorian house my Wright family lived in from
the 1910s until the 1950s is now a two-story
apartment building. My biggest find, however,
was the store/apartment my great-great
grandparents lived in between 1890-1900. |
had a photo of my great-great grandmother
standing in front of the R.C. Munday store.
They lived in the apartment over the store.
The address on the building says 9039. In the
1900 census the family is living at 9039
Ontario Ave.

After easily finding the photos of my other
Chicago addresses, | was disappointed to put
this address in and get "Nothing found™. |
knew they lived in Chicago’s south side, so
looking at maps of Chicago today, | surmised
that the address no longer existed due to
Chicago’s interstate highway system and the
elevated railroad.

This was my thought for two years Onever
thinking there would be another answer. Then,
a few months ago, | found the Chicago
Historical Society website
www.chicagohistory.org/research/resources/ar
chitecture

and to my surprise | read that “street names
changed periodically throughout Chicago
history, especially between 1900-1911". |
clicked on the link and found that Ontario
Avenue's name had been changed to South
Brandon Avenue.
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So, back to the Cook County Assessor(s
website. | typed in 9039 S. Brandon Avenue
and found a wonderful photo of the original
R.C. Munday store as it looked in 2000. You
can see exterior remodeling has taken place.
What a special find!

9039 Ontario Ave., Chicago, IL
Photo taken about 1900

9039 S. Brandon Ave., Chicago, IL
Photo taken in 2000
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My second breakthrough was found using the

Washington State
Archives

website at http://www.digitalarchives.wa.qov/

| had been hoping for several years to find my
father-in-law(s naturalization record. He was
born in New Brunswick, Canada, and had
come to the U.S. in the early 1900s. He spent
his adult life in northern Washington state as a
lumberman. My husband remembers his
father going to the Pend Orielle County
courthouse and taking the oath of citizenship in
the 1940s. We had always wanted to know the
actual date, place of entry and see his papers.
On one vacation, we even visited the
courthouse and they had no knowledge of any
naturalization papers. | visited the NARA
website, but still didnflknow if they had the
records and If they did how to go about getting
them.

Then, | found that the Washington State
Archives had added many new records and
images to their website. | checked their site
and found that it was very easy to navigate.
On the home page you can search a name in
all of their records. These records include
Naturalizations, Land, Birth, and Marriage
Records, just to name a few.

| put in my father in-law(s name and the record
and image were available to view. A copy can
be ordered for $5. | also ordered his two
brothersChaturalization records. | ordered the
copies on Tuesday and received them in the
mail on Friday.

Anotherr great breakthrough!
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#¥W history petectives

Update on My New Favorite Television
Show (continued from Oct-Nov 08
Newsletter)

by Lynette Dick, Editor

| thought | would let you know of another
wonderful episode of History Detectives:

A man in Lexington, North Carolina, has a
moving diary written by a World War 1l bomber
pilot. He discovered the diary after his father
died 20 years ago. It belonged to his father’s
co-pilot, William Moran, with whom he served
during WWILI. It had been in the manis family
for 63 years.

Read the transcript of this episode (Season 6,
Episode 1) to see how the investigator, Wes
Cowan, uses genealogical websites and
investigative techniques to reunite the diary
with the co-pilot(s family. It[S wonderful!

http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/investigati
ons/601 wardiary.html

ROOTS MAGIC
By Jamie Redmond

Roots Magic is waiting for the new version 4 to
be released. It will be the most comprehensive
revision of the program to date. It is presently
being tested and hopefully will come out in
December. However, you can go on the Roots
Magic blog site and start learning about the
new features. This is the best way to become
acquainted with the new program. The site to
go tois: http://blog.rootsmagic.com.

Our next workshop meeting will be Nov. 10th,
7pm at the usual spot at Christ the King
Lutheran Church, 2300 South Patton Court.
We will cover the present version of shareable
CD’s. For more information you can contact
me, Jamie Redmond at jamkred@aol.com.
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New CIG website Address

www.cogensoc.us/cigmain.html

The Computer Interest Group of the Colorado
Genealogical Society has a new website
address. Our web page is a link on the
Colorado Genealogy Society website. They
have moved from the Ancestry-Rootsweb site
to a website of their own. The change will be
complete in January 2009. The old Ancestry
address will also be good until then.

Information about our program and workshop
meetings are available on this site.

?? Ask An Expert ??

Do you have a question about your computer
genealogy program? Digital imaging or
scanning? DNA research? Internet research?
Location of internet records? Thiscolumnis
for you. No question istoo simple. Maybe
someone else is wondering the same thing.
Email your question to the editor at
LKD41654@aol.com and it will be forwarded
to one of our workshop leaders. Then, watch
for your question and answer in upcoming
newsletters.
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M eeting L ocation

The Monday meetings are held at 7:00 pm at Christ
the King Lutheran Church, 2300 So. Patton Ct., in
southwest Denver. The churchis at the corner of
Iliff Ave. and So. Patton Ct. in the Harvey Park
area.

When coming from the north: Take Federa or
Sheridan Blvd. south to Evans Ave. Turn right
from Federa or left from Sheridan and take Evans
to Patton Ct. Turn south on Patton Ct. two blocks
to the church at Iliff Ave.

When coming from the south: Take Federal or
Sheridan Blvd. north to Yale Ave. Turn left from
Federal or right from Sheridan and take Yale to
Patton Ct. Turn north on Patton Ct. three blocks to
the church at Iliff Ave.
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ZFrom the Editor:

Don't you just love the Ancestry.com
commercial running now on television. It'sthe
one where the lady tells us how she gets on
Ancestry.com and by just knowing her parents
and grandparents and with afew clicks, she
finds severa generations of new ancestors. |f
only it was that simple!

Please help make this newsletter a success by
submitting articles relating to computer
genealogy to meto include in this newsletter.
Please be generous with your submissions of
your favorite geneal ogical websites, a new
website you have discovered, breakthroughs
using your computer, and genealogical news
and meetings of other societies.

Articles may be emailed to me at
LKD41654@a0l.com. Deadlinefor articlesis
the 25 of even-numbered months. Next
deadline is December 30, 2008.

Thank you for your help,

Lynette

Di

Happy Holidays

See you in January!
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MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS

CIG Members may request a membership
roster from Membership Chairman, Charlotte
Weller by emailing her at
charjweiler@yahoo.com. A roster of specific
genealogy program usersis also available.

Steering Committee Elected Officers

PresidentTIIV ern TomkinsII303 -922-3639
Immed. Past Pres[Patrick Purcell......303 -973-2185
Vice President( Sandra Ronaynell....  303-750-5002
Secretary[IIBob Shankla ndn.303 -986-8583
Treasurer[[ Ray Henney[Ll.  ........ 303-758-0792

Steering Committee Appointed Officers

M embership[Il Charlotte Weiler[Il.303 -989-5079
Kelly Glenn

Equipment [T Vacant

Publicity/Bylaws [Mike Roman(IIB03 -504-4314

Newsletter[TIL ynette DickI.303 -986-7910

Hospitality[L ynette Dick[I1.303.986 -7910

ProgramsIIT Sandra Ronaynell ..[1. 303-750-5002
CGS LiaisonMINancy Ratayl..303 -972-2701
Council LiaisonIICharlotte Weliler....O0 ..[303 -989-5079
Historian(Il Vacant

Nominating Committee

Mary Thayer, Leon Pack, Vacant

Workshop L eaders

Family Tree Maker[Ed RichardIIB03 -355-2592
The Master Geneal ogist

Birdie Hol sclawB03 -530-4054

Patrick Purcell,[1............ 303 -973-2185

Bobbi KingIl720 -839-4952
Legacy[IV ern TomkinsIIB303 -922-3639
Scanning & Digital ImagingGary RatayI303 -972-2701
Roots M agicllllamie RedmondIB03 -751-9075
Reunion for Mac[Nancy Ratay11303 -972-2701
DNAIEarl BeatyT303 -494-8713


LKD41654@aol.com
charjweiler@yahoo.com




